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Oz Her yil dogal afet ve tehlikeler milyonlarca kisiyi etkilemekte ve bunlarin sonucunda binlerce kisi
hayatini kaybetmektedir. 2022 EM-DAT raporuna goére diinyada dog@al afet ve tehlikelerin olusturdugu
toplam maddi hasar yaklasik 223,8 milyar dolardir. Sel, yangin ve heyelan afetleri 2022 yilinda meydana
gelen afetlerin bliylk ¢cogunlugunu olusturmaktadir. Bu agidan bakildiginda, toplumlarin afetlere karsi
direncli olmasi 6nem arz etmektedir. Afetlerin etkilerindeki bu fark edilebilir artis, iklim degisikligi ve asiri
hava kosullari ile iligkilendirilmistir ve bu yeni durumun énimuzdeki yillarda bir istisna olmaktan gikip bir
norm haline gelmesi beklenmektedir. Afetler, sadece yapilara ve gevreye degil, insan yasamina ve diger
tim canlilara da bulylk zararlar vermistir. Bu yikici olaylara midahale ve kurtarma asamalari
planlanandan daha uzun strmis ve hikumetler, yerel makamlar ve gondlliler tarafindan uzun sureli
cabalar gerektirmistir. Bu afetler, afetlerin boyutuna kiyasla yetkililerin insan kaynaklari sinirh
oldugundan, farkindalik, hazirlik ve génullu faaliyetlere duyulan ihtiyaci da kanitlamistir. Farkli egitim ve
Ogretim gegmislerine, yas gruplarina, g¢alisan-emeklilere, gégmenlere vb. sahip tim toplum Uyeleri
arasindaki gonulltlerin ¢esitliligi, direngli topluluklarin olusturulmasinda ortak ¢gabalara dahil edilmelidir.
Bu amaca ulasmak igin farkindali§in ve yetkin gonalli faaliyetlerin arttiriimasi énemlidir.

Bu hedefler dogrultusunda, Avrupa Birligi ve Tirkiye Ulusal Ajansi tarafindan desteklenen 2022-1TR0O1-
KA220-ADU000087618 nolu ve "READY4DISasters" kisa adini tasiyan bir AB projesi baslatiimistir. Bu
projede Tiirkiye’den Gebze Teknik Universitesi yiritiictliiginde 4 farkli Glkeden ortaklar bulunmaktadir.
Bunlar: Tirkiye’den Kocaeli il Afet ve Acil Durum Midirligi ve Kocaeli Biyiiksehir Belediyesi,
italya’dan Training 2000 ve Lares ltalia - Unione Nazionale Laureati Esperti in Protezione Civile — Aps,
Yunanistan’dan Oikologikos Politistikos Syllogos Chaidariou ve Gircistan’dan Digiway kurumlaridir.
Proje, faaliyetlerini ve Urlnlerini https://ready4disasters.gtu.edu.tr/ adresinden sunmaktadir. Bu proje, 3
bluylk afet heyelan, tagkin ve yangin risklerine karsi direngli topluluklar olusturmayi amaglayarak
farkindalik ve hazirlik yoluyla toplumun genis bir kesimini projeye dahil etmeye ve bu gruplarin
yeteneklerini gelistirmeye ¢alismaktadir. Bu ilerleme, farkli afet alanlarinda uzman bireyler ve kurumlarin
bilgi birikimlerini, toplum gdnulllleriyle yeni 63renme ve egitim firsatlariyla bir araya getirerek
saglanacaktir. Stratejik bir karar olarak ta gayretler yalnizca afet sonrasi midahale ve kurtarma ile sinirli
kalmayarak, afet dncesinde risk azaltma ve hazirlik gibi faaliyetlerini kapsadigi gibi afet sonrasi
midahale, iyilestirme ve yeniden yapilandirma g¢abalarini da icermektedir. READY4DISasters projesi,
afetlere yonelik hazirhk kapsaminda gereken yeteneklerin ve kritik yetkinliklerin kazaniimasini ve
gelistiriimesini desteklemek amaciyla dijital araglar sunmayi hedeflemektedir. Bu dijital gézimler, egitim
materyalleri ve dijital oyunlari icermektedir.
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Resilient Communities Against Fire, Flood, and Landslide Risks:
The READY4DISasters Project

Abstract

Every year, natural disasters and hazards affect millions of people, resulting in the loss of thousands of
lives. According to the 2022 EM-DAT report, the total economic damage caused by natural disasters
and hazards worldwide is approximately $223.8 billion. Floods, fires, and landslides constitute the vast
majority of the disasters that occurred in 2022. From this perspective, it is crucial for communities to be
resilient against disasters. The noticeable increase in the impacts of disasters has been linked to climate
change and extreme weather conditions, and this new situation is expected to shift from being an
exception to becoming a norm in the coming years. Disasters have caused significant harm not only to
buildings and the environment but also to human life and all living creatures. The response and recovery
phases of these devastating events have taken longer than anticipated and have required prolonged
efforts from governments, local authorities, and volunteers. These disasters have highlighted the need
for awareness, preparedness, and volunteer activities since the dimensions of these events have
surpassed the available human resources of authorities. The diversity of volunteers across different
educational and training backgrounds, age groups, employed and retired individuals, migrants, and
more should be integrated into collaborative efforts to create resilient communities. To achieve this goal,
increasing awareness and fostering skilled volunteer activities are essential.

In line with this goal, the EU-supported project with an acronym "READY4DISasters,” and project
number 2022-1-TR01-KA220-ADU000087618 funded by the European Union and the Turkish National
Agency, has been initiated. In this project, Gebze Technical University from Turkey acts as the lead
partner, along with collaborators from four different countries. These partners are: Kocaeli Provincial
Directorate of Disaster and Emergency Management and Kocaeli Metropolitan Municipality from
Turkiye, Training 2000 and Lares lItalia - Unione Nazionale Laureati Esperti in Protezione Civile — Aps
from Italy, Oikologikos Politistikos Syllogos Chaidariou from Greece, and Digiway from Georgia. The
project presents its activities and products through the website https://ready4disasters.gtu.edu.tr/. The
project aims to engage a broad segment of society through awareness and preparedness, aiming to
create resilient communities against three major disaster risks: landslides, floods, and fires. The
progress will be achieved by bringing together expertise from different disaster fields and institutions
with new learning and training opportunities for community volunteers. As a strategic decision, the efforts
encompass not only post-disaster response and recovery but also pre-disaster activities such as risk
reduction and preparedness, as well as post-disaster intervention, recovery, and reconstruction. The
READY4DISasters project aims to provide digital tools to support the acquisition and development of
necessary skills and critical competencies for disaster preparedness. These digital solutions include
educational materials and digital games.
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